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ותניא כל עיר שאין בה עשרה דברים הללו אין תלמיד חכם רשאי לדור בתוכה בית דין מכין ועונשין וקופה של צדקה נגבית בשנים ומתחלקת בשלשה ובית הכנסת ובית המרחץ וביהכ"ס רופא ואומן ולבלר (וטבח) ומלמד תינוקות משום ר' עקיבא אמרו אף מיני פירא מפני שמיני פירא מאירין את העינים:
And it is taught in a baraita: A Torah scholar is not permitted to reside in any city that does not have these ten things: A court that has the authority to flog and punish transgressors; and a charity fund for which monies are collected by two people and distributed by three, as required by halakha. This leads to a requirement for another three people in the city. And a synagogue; and a bathhouse; and a public bathroom; a doctor; and a bloodletter; and a scribe [velavlar] to write sacred scrolls and necessary documents; and a ritual slaughterer; and a teacher of young children. Talmud Bavli 17b
הִלְכּוֹת מַתְּנוֹת עֲנִיִּים פֵּרֶק ט
כָּל עִיר שֶׁיֵּשׁ בָּהּ יִשְׂרָאֵל חַיָּבִין לְהַעֲמִיד מֵהֶם גַּבָּאֵי צְדָקָה אֲנָשִׁים יְדוּעִים וְנֶאֱמָנִים שֶׁיִּהְיוּ מַחְזִירִין עַל הָעָם מֵעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת לְעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת וְלוֹקְחִין מִכָּל אֶחָד וְאֶחָד מַה שֶּׁהוּא רָאוּי לִתֵּן וְדָבָר הַקָּצוּב עָלָיו. וְהֵן מְחַלְּקִין הַמָּעוֹת מֵעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת לְעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת וְנוֹתְנִין לְכָל עָנִי וְעָנִי מְזוֹנוֹת הַמַּסְפִּיקִין לְשִׁבְעָה יָמִים. וְזוֹ הִיא הַנִּקְרֵאת קֻפָּה: 
Any city in which there is a Jewish community is obligated to raise up collectors of tzedakah, people who are well-known and trustworthy, to go door-to-door among the people from Sabbath eve to Sabbath eve and to take from each and every one what is appropriate for them to give. [The amount] should be a set and clear matter for each person. They also distribute the money from Sabbath eve to Sabbath eve and give to each and every poor person enough food to last them for seven days. This method is called the kupah [the "coffer" for the charity fund].163For laws 1-12, see Babylonian Talmud Bava Batra 8a-11b in addition to the citations listed below. 
וְכֵן מַעֲמִידִין גַּבָּאִין שֶׁלּוֹקְחִין בְּכָל יוֹם וָיוֹם מִכָּל חָצֵר וְחָצֵר פַּת וּמִינֵי מַאֲכָל אוֹ פֵּרוֹת אוֹ מָעוֹת מִמִּי שֶׁמִּתְנַדֵּב לְפִי שָׁעָה. וּמְחַלְּקִין אֶת הַגָּבוּי לָעֶרֶב בֵּין הָעֲנִיִּים וְנוֹתְנִין לְכָל עָנִי מִמֶּנּוּ פַּרְנָסַת יוֹמוֹ. וְזֶהוּ הַנִּקְרָא תַּמְחוּי: 
So also [the community] must enlist collectors to take [donations] on a day-to-day basis, from each and every yard, a main dish, other types of food, fruit, or money for anyone who would donate something at that time, and they distribute this collection in the evening among the poor and give to each poor person from it a day's sustenance. This method is called the tamchui [the "charity plate"]. 
מֵעוֹלָם לֹא רָאִינוּ וְלֹא שָׁמַעְנוּ בְּקָהָל מִיִּשְׂרָאֵל שֶׁאֵין לָהֶן קֻפָּה שֶׁל צְדָקָה. אֲבָל תַּמְחוּי יֵשׁ מְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁנָּהֲגוּ בּוֹ וְיֵשׁ מְקוֹמוֹת שֶׁלֹּא נָהֲגוּ בּוֹ. וְהַמִּנְהָג הַפָּשׁוּט הַיּוֹם שֶׁיִּהְיוּ גַּבָּאֵי הַקֻּפָּה מַחְזִירִין בְּכָל יוֹם וּמְחַלְּקִין מֵעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת לְעֶרֶב שַׁבָּת: 
Never have we seen or heard of a Jewish community that does not have a kupah, but as for a tamchui, there are places whose custom it is to have it and places that do not. The widespread custom today is that the collectors of the kupah make their rounds each day [to collect the tzedakah], and they distribute it on each Sabbath eve.164
אַרְבַּע מִדּוֹת בָּאָדָם. הָאוֹמֵר שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלָּךְ, זוֹ מִדָּה בֵינוֹנִית. וְיֵשׁ אוֹמְרִים, זוֹ מִדַּת סְדוֹם. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּךָ וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלִּי, עַם הָאָרֶץ. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּךָ וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלָּךְ, חָסִיד. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּךָ שֶׁלִּי, רָשָׁע: (פרקי אבות 5:10)

	There are four types of character in human beings: One that says: “mine is mine, and yours is yours”: this is a commonplace type; and some say this is a sodom-type of character. [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person (am haaretz); [One that says:] “mine is yours is yours is yours” is a pious person. [One that says:] “mine is mine, and yours is mine” is a wicked person. Pirkei Avot 5:10)
מח  חַי-אָנִי, נְאֻם אֲדֹנָי יְהוִה, אִם-עָשְׂתָה סְדֹם אֲחוֹתֵךְ, הִיא וּבְנוֹתֶיהָ--כַּאֲשֶׁר עָשִׂית, אַתְּ וּבְנוֹתָיִךְ.
	48 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters.

	מט  הִנֵּה-זֶה הָיָה, עֲוֺן סְדֹם אֲחוֹתֵךְ:  גָּאוֹן שִׂבְעַת-לֶחֶם וְשַׁלְוַת הַשְׁקֵט, הָיָה לָהּ וְלִבְנוֹתֶיהָ, וְיַד-עָנִי וְאֶבְיוֹן, לֹא הֶחֱזִיקָה.
	49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom: pride, fullness of bread, and untroubled tranquility was in her and in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

	נ  וַתִּגְבְּהֶינָה, וַתַּעֲשֶׂינָה תוֹעֵבָה לְפָנָי; וָאָסִיר אֶתְהֶן, כַּאֲשֶׁר רָאִיתִי.  {ס}
	50 In their haughtiness, they committed abomination before Me; therefore I removed them when I saw it. {S}


היו מוציאין ממנו שנאמר ועפרות זהב לו כסף היו מוציאין ממנה שנאמר כי יש לכסף מוצא אבנים טובות היו מוציאין ממנה שנאמר מקום ספיר אבניה לחם היו מוציאין ממנה שנאמר ארץ ממנה יצא לחם ולא בטחו בצל יוצרם אלא על רוב עשרם והעושר דוחה את בעליו מיראת שמים שנאמר הבוטחים על חילם. 
Rabbi Ẓe'era said: The men of Sodom were the wealthy men of prosperity, on account of the good and fruitful land whereon they dwelt. For every need which the world requires, they obtained therefrom. They procured gold therefrom, as it is said, "And it had dust of gold" (Job 28:6). What is the meaning (of the text), "And it had dust of gold"? At the hour when one of them wished to buy a vegetable, he would say to his servant, Go and purchase for me (for the value of) an assar. He went and bought (it), and found beneath it heaps of gold; thus it is written, "And it had dust of gold" (ibid.). They obtained silver therefrom, as it is said, "Surely there is a mine for silver" (Job 28:1). They procured precious stones and pearls thence, as it is said, || "The stones thereof are the place of sapphires" (Job 28:6). They obtained bread therefrom, as it is said, "As for the earth, out of it cometh bread" (Job 28:5). But they did not trust in the shadow of their Creator, but (they trusted) in the multitude of their wealth, for wealth thrusts aside its owners from the fear of Heaven, as it is said, "They that trust in their wealth" (Ps. 49:6). 
ר' נתנאל אומר אנשי סדום לא חסו על כבוד קונם לשבור אוכל לאורח ולגר אלא סבבו את כל האילנות למעלה מפירותיהם כדי שלא יהיו מסורין אפילו לעוף השמים שנאמר נתיב לא ידעו עיט. 
Rabbi Nathaniel said: The men of Sodom had no consideration for the honour of their Owner by (not) distributing food to the wayfarer and the stranger, but they (even) fenced in all the trees on top above their fruit so that they should not be seized; (not) even by the bird of heaven, as it is said, "That path no bird of prey knoweth" (Job 28:7). 
והיו יושבין בטח שאנן ושלו בלי פחד מלחמה מכל סביבותם שנאמר בתיהם שלום מפחד. והיו שבעים בכל תבואות הארץ ולא הוחזק ידם בפת לא לעני ולא לאביון שנאמר הנה זה היה חטאת סדום אחותיך גאון שבעתי לחם וכו'. 
They were dwelling in security without care and at ease, without the fear of war from all their surroundings, as it is said, "Their houses are safe from fear" (Job 21:9). They were sated with all the produce of the earth, but they did not strengthen with the loaf of bread either the hand of the needy or of the poor, as it is said, "Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom; pride, fulness of bread, and prosperous ease was in her and in her daughters; neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy" (Ezek. 16:49). ||
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch

הרב שמעון רפאל הירש (הרש"ר)
פירוש לויקרא כ"ג:כ"ב
"אלמלא תורת ה' רק בעלי הרכוש זוכים לקיום הראוי לכבוד אדם. רק הם מתברכים מברכת השדות.  ואילו חסרי הרכוש – העניים והגרים-תלויים ברחמים  ובשכל-הטוב של בעלי הרכוש:  ובתקופה "מתקדמת" זו הרי הפנייה לאלה גובלת עם פשע. ופרוטות הנדבה הניתנות מידיהם משפילות את המקבלים. אך לא ייעשה כן בישראל....כי העושר הניתן לכלל יעניק לכל יחיד את קיומו בכבוד.  בישראל פרי הארץ וכיגיע האדם אינם רק לטובת בעלי הרכוש: כי גם חסרי הרכוש והגרים הם שותפים בעלי זכות בקציר: ובפרנסתם היא חובה לעשירים וזכות לעניים.   זו האזהרה היוצאת ממצוות פאה ולקט.  וכבר הסברנו דבר זה לעיל.  בעלי השדות אין להם טובת הנאה במתנות אלה. אין להם אפילו הזכות ללקט אותן לעניים (ראה ים של שלמה חולין ח) מעתה מצפונם של בעלי הרכוש עושי משפט- הוא שדה תבואות לעניים ולגרים.  פרנסת העניים היא "צדקה": צדק של חובה". 

If not for God's Torah, only property owners would be able to live in a way appropriate to preserving human dignity.  Only they are blessed with the bounty of the fields.  Those without property - the poor and the gerim - are dependent on the mercy and the intelligence of the property owners:  In this "Progressive" era, turning to them borders on criminality.   The crumbs granted by them humiliate those who receive.  But, it will not be done this way in Israel…For the wealth given to the collective grants dignified living to every individual. In Israel the fruit of the land and human efforts do not belong to property owners only:  But also those without property and gerim are partners with rights to part of the harvest.  It is the obligation of the wealthy to support them, and the right of the poor.  This is the warning which goes forth from the commandments of the corner of the field and gleaning.  Field owners are not doing anybody a favor with these gifts.  They don't even have the right to glean on behalf of the poor.  (See Yam Shlomo to Khulin 8).   No longer merely a matter of conscience for  righteous property owners. The field is the property of the poor and the ger.  Supporting the poor is tzedakah, obligatory justice.  (Commentary to Leviticus 23:22.
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The Burden of Housing Costs in Israel: The Real and the Ideal Every month, more than half the households in Israel spend some portion of their earnings on rent or mortgage payments. In 2015, this totaled 54.3% of all households, and included those in which the occupants owned the home, but made monthly mortgage payments (27%) as well as households that rented the homes in which they resided (26.7%).10 As will be seen below, the burden of housing of both exceeds 30% of their income. Data published by the Central Bureau of Statistics for 2014, the previous year, shows that approximately a third of all households in Israel – 33.5% – spend more than 30% of their income on housing. Analysis by income decile reveals that 54.9% of households in the bottom decile, 28% in the seventh decile, and 13.5% in the top decile spend more than 30% of their income on housing.11 
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England has the best–known system of public housing, known as ”council housing.” Construction of these units surged until the late 1970s, when approximately one–third of all British households lived in public housing,48 including 20% of the families in the top decile.49 Margaret Thatcher, as noted, introduced neoliberal policies, the most prominent one probably the privatization of public housing under the slogans ”the right to buy” and ”property–owning democracy.” Most apartments were sold to their tenants at a discount. The income, rather than going toward the construction of new social housing, was deposited into the general state budget to reduce the national debt.50 What’s more, local councils transferred their ownership of public housing to nonprofit housing associations, which allowed the government to show budget savings, as the credit issued to the housing associations does not appear on the government budget as an expenditure. Public housing, which had once been offered to the population at large, now targeted only low–income groups, and renters in the top decile disappeared. Nevertheless, housing associations continue to build public housing, and some 18% of British households continue to live in public housing units.
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